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EARLY IDENTIFICATION Sua

>»2000

children 4-7 years expected to be
screened in 2024 through Siyakwazi's
Red Flag School Readiness programme.

In 2024 Siyakwazi is expanding its reach in the kwaXolo tribal authority to a new area

as well as further expansion within some of the existing areas we are already working.

This means that in addition to reaching more children with disabilities, the team have

added an additional 2 Primary Schools and 2 ECD centres who will be receiving both
School Readiness and Inclusion programme support.

Already the teams have been hard at work, screening more than 2000 children with
the Red Flag screening tool. Of the children screened, those who are identified at risk
of falling behind will then be supported by the Catch-up programme for the
remainder of the year. Children who do not show signs of progress, even with the
additional classroom support, may be referred to Siyakwazi's Occupational Therapist
(OT) for an assessment, to determine if there is an underlying disability. In this way,
Siyakwazi's School Readiness programme not only facilitates prevention of further
delays, but is a critical tool for early identification of children who may otherwise go
unnoticed in the mainstream schooling environment.

OT-BASED ACTIVITIES

Whilst data from the screening process is collected and collated, children are
supported in small groups with OT-based (Occupational Therapy) skills, building
foundations for pre-reading and pre-writing as well as visual perceptual skills with
the support of puzzles.
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EARLY LEARNING PROGRAMME

The Early Learning programme team have been busy recruiting and onboarding new
parents and their babies for the 2024 year. The process involves signing of the MOU,
overview of the programme for the year, distribution of porridge and resources and

the before assessment to support developing a baseline of data as well as
developing appropriate goals for each parent.

parents and their young babies will be supported by
1 5 the Early Learning programme in 2024.

Building on the resounding success of Siyakwazi's Respite services at the
Resource Centre in 2023, we have expanded the availability of sessions from bi-
monthly to weekly. This increase now supports a total of 14 children aged 7 years
or older who are excluded from educational facilities due to their disabilities.
These sessions offer a stimulating daycare service for the children, providing
their main parents/guardians with much-needed respite from the full-time care
required. The team responsible for implementing the programme demonstrates
exceptional care and compassion towards every child. Without this vital service,
these children would have no other opportunities for educational participation.




